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always responded to this call with commit-
ment and character. Brave citizens have
fought to abolish slavery, to extend voting
rights to all our citizens, and to uphold civil
rights. The struggle to improve our Nation
also takes place on an individual level, one
person at a time. Men and women of all ages
and from all over the country work every day
to help others in need. Through families,
community groups, and places of worship,
Americans give of themselves to help others
realize a brighter future.

Our loyalty to American democracy and
freedom is born of pride, appreciation, and
understanding of our country. We are loyal
to America, our fellow citizens, and these
ideals. Loyalty Day provides an opportunity
to recognize those who demonstrate their
commitment to our country through service
and sacrifice. These individuals serve as a
model for all Americans.

The Congress, by Public Law 85-529, as
amended, has designated May 1 of each year
as “Loyalty Day.” On this special occasion,
I encourage all Americans to join me in re-
affirming our allegiance to our blessed Na-
tion.

Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
by virtue of the authority vested in me by
the Constitution and laws of the United
States, do hereby proclaim May 1, 2002, as
Loyalty Day. I call upon all Americans to take
part in celebrating this national observance.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this thirtieth day of April, in the
year of our Lord two thousand two, and of
the Independence of the United States of
America the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
9:32 a.m., May 2, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 2, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 6.
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Proclamation 7550—Asian/Pacific
American Heritage Month, 2002

May 1, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Our Nation’s rich cultural diversity reflects
our Constitution’s core vision of freedom and
justice for all. Throughout our history, Asian/
Pacific Americans have made great contribu-
tions to America’s heritage and prosperity.
During this month, we proudly celebrate
Asian/Pacific Americans, one of the fastest
growing ethnic groups in the United States,
for their remarkable role in our Nation’s de-
velopment.

Through the years, Asian immigrants and
Pacific Islanders have enriched the American
way of life. Nobel Prize winner Dr.
Subrahmanyan Chandrasekhar’s
groundbreaking theories on the evolution of
stars helped lay the foundation for modern
astrophysics. Actress Anna May Wong was
one of the first Asian Americans to achieve
great fame in American film. And the men
of the 100th Infantry Battalion and the 442nd
Regimental Combat Team, composed pri-
marily of Asian/Pacific Americans, valiantly
served our Nation during World War IL
These units are remembered as some of the
most highly decorated in U.S. military his-
tory.

During the observance of Asian/Pacific
American Heritage Month, we celebrate the
cultural traditions, ancestry, native lan-
guages, and unique experiences represented
among the more than 30 ethnic groups from
Asia and the Pacific found here in the United
States. We also recognize millions of Asian/
Pacific Americans whose love of family, hard
work, and community has helped unite us
as a people and sustain us as a Nation.

To honor the achievements of Asian/Pa-
cific Americans, the Congress, by Public Law
102-450, as amended, has designated the
month of May each year as “Asian/Pacific
American Heritage Month.”
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Now, Therefore, I, George W. Bush,
President of the United States of America,
do hereby proclaim May 2002 as Asian/Pa-
cific American Heritage Month. I call upon
our citizens to learn more about the history
of Asian/Pacific Americans and how they
have contributed so much to our national
heritage and culture.

In Witness Whereof, I have hereunto set
my hand this first day of May, in the year
of our Lord two thousand two, and of the
Independence of the United States of Amer-
ica the two hundred and twenty-sixth.

George W. Bush

[Filed with the Office of the Federal Register,
8:45 a.m., May 3, 2002]

NOTE: This proclamation was released by the Of-
fice of the Press Secretary on May 2, and it was
published in the Federal Register on May 6.

Proclamation 7551—Older
Americans Month, 2002

May 1, 2002

By the President of the United States
of America

A Proclamation

Our Nation’s strength and vitality reside
in our citizens. Each year in May, we honor
and recognize older Americans for their im-
portant sacrifices and contributions to our so-
ciety. Our seniors have cared for their fami-
lies and communities, enhanced our eco-
nomic prosperity, defended our Nation, and
preserved and protected the Founders™ vi-
sion. Their commitment to our future sets
an inspiring example for all. And their resil-
ience, fortitude, and experience provide us
with important perspectives and insights as
we face the challenges of a new era.

The theme of this year’s observance,
“America: A Community for All Ages,” re-
minds us that all citizens, regardless of age,
are essential to successful and safe commu-
nities. The celebration also recognizes the ex-
tended role seniors play in our families, com-
munities, and workplaces, as they live longer,
healthier, and more productive lives. Draw-
ing on their considerable knowledge and ex-
perience, older Americans mentor at-risk
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children, deliver meals to homebound sen-
iors, and care for frail or chronically ill family
members. Others embark on exciting new ca-
reers or engage in challenging themselves in
athletic competitions. In addition, many sen-
iors have answered my call to service by be-
coming involved in the Senior Corps domes-
tic service program, which is administered by
the Corporation for National and Commu-
nity Service.

As we celebrate the lives of older Ameri-
cans, we also renew our dedication to their
well-being. My Administration strongly sup-
ports measures that protect the promise of
retirement and healthcare security for sen-
iors. We must modernize our Medicare and
Medicaid programs so that seniors can access
the best medicines and treatments. We must
secure a good prescription drug benefit pro-
gram for all our seniors. We must also con-
tinue to support medical research that is spe-
cifically targeted to the health problems of
older Americans. By supporting flexible and
innovative forms of long-term care, we can
reduce the demands of caring for an elderly
or disabled loved one. And we must strength-
en financial security by protecting Social Se-
curity for today’s retirees by encouraging pri-
vate saving among all Americans, giving indi-
viduals more control over their investments.

This year’s observance of Older Americans
Month also marks the 30th anniversary of the
Older Americans Act Nutrition Program, one
of our most vital, community-based programs
for seniors. Managed by the Administration
on Aging and supported by the private sector
and countless nonprofit organizations, the
program has provided nearly 6 billion meals
to senior centers and other group settings
and to those who are homebound. It has also
provided nutrition counseling and opportuni-
ties for health screening. For many elderly,
this program has made a tremendous impact
on their quality of life.

By maintaining and improving programs
that assist older Americans, we help these
important citizens enjoy longer, healthier,
and more productive lives. During this
month, I join all Americans in paying tribute
to the achievements and contributions of our
greatest generation and reaffirming our com-
mitment to their well-being.



